The Long Parliament               53
;he King's agents were plotting to get possession of ;he Tower and to bring the English army up from Yorkshire to overawe the Parliament, the Earl's fate vas sealed. Pressed by both Houses to yield, and ;hreatened by the London mob if he refused, Charles issented to the Bill of Attainder, and on May 12, [641, Strafford was beheaded.
Side by side with the prosecution of the King's ;vil advisers went on the work of providing against trbitrary government in the future. The extraordi-lary courts which had been the instruments of op-)ression were swept away. Down went the Star Chamber and the High Commission Court, the Council of the North, and the Council of Wales and he Marches. The Tonnage and Poundage Act de-lared that henceforward it was illegal to levy cus-oms duties without a parliamentary grant. The ^tension of the forests was prohibited, the exaction >f knighthood fines forbidden, and Ship-money de-lared unlawful. Henceforward to govern without a ^arliament was to be as impossible as to tax without L Parliament. On February 15, 1641, Charles as-ented to the Triennial Act, which bound him to call L Parliament every third year, and provided ma-:hinery for its convocation, if he neglected to summon t at the appointed time. On May I ith, he assented o a second act, which prohibited him from dissolving he present Parliament, or even proroguing it save >y its own consent.
Cromwell had taken no part in the prosecution of Jtrafford, for he was neither an orator nor a lawyer, >ut his name is closely associated with one of these